Chemicals
The Netherlands

5

TOP IN EUROPE

FOR CHEMICAL
PRODUCTION
AND EXPORTS

#3
IN GLOBAL
INNOVATION

19

25

Home to
OF THE
TOP

LEADING CHEMICAL
COMPANIES

Chemical Leaders Choose Holland
One of Europe’s leading suppliers of chemical
products and services, the Netherlands is a global
hub for the chemical industry.
Chemical Leaders Choose Holland

The Netherlands boasts more than 2,000 leading
chemical companies across the entire supply chain.
In fact, 19 out of the 25 top chemical companies
in the world maintain significant operations in the
Netherlands.
These companies benefit from a superior logistics
infrastructure, an innovative R&D ecosystem,
a welcoming international business climate
and highly integrated chemical production
sites that allow for safe, stable and sustainable
manufacturing.

DID YOU KNOW...
The Antwerp-Rotterdam-Rhein-Ruhr-Area
(ARRRA) is one of the the top 5 chemical
clusters in the world. It hosts 30-40% of the
chemical turnover in Europe.

The Netherlands has proven to be a fertile ground
for SABIC. It hosts SABIC’s European headquarters,
two major European production sites, multiple Global
Technology Centers and continues to invest and grow.
“The NFIA is a true partner that not only advises us,
but thinks proactively along with us.”
Simona Maassen, Manager of Public Affairs, SABIC Europe

The Dutch Chemical Ecosystem
At the heart of the Dutch chemical ecosystem are world-class education, cutting-edge research and robust
public-private R&D partnerships that support inter-company and public-private research.
The Netherlands hosts key R&D labs of e.g. DSM, SABIC, AkzoNobel, Shell, Avantium, Corbion and Arlanxeo and
also has a vibrant ecosystem of innovative chemical startups and SMEs. Public-private partnerships (PPPs),
campuses and tax incentives stimulate R&D. PPPs include consortia on sustainable processing, materials,
electrochemistry, biobased and novel chemicals.

#1 in EU Transport
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and DHL Connectedness Index
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Plus Major Dutch, German
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Within a 300 Mile Radius

Multiple Seaports

With a Chemical Infrastructure,
Including Rotterdam
(Europe's Largest Port and the Main
Chemical Port for Germany)

In 2017 the Japanese Sekisui S-lec, which makes
interlayer films for laminated glass used in
automobiles and buildings, opened its European
Research Center in Holland.

“SEKISUI has strengthened its links with industry,
government, and academia in the Netherlands, which
is a particularly open innovation cutting-edge country.”
Corporate press release, SEKISUI Chemical Co., Ltd.

16 Certified
Chemical Incubators

and Pilot/Demo Locations to
Stimulate Innovation and Scale-Up

11 Universities
with Chemistry Majors
in the Worldwide Top 200

8 Major ChemicalIndustrial Clusters

For Safe, Secure and
Sustainable Manufacturing

At Terneuzen, Dow has its 2nd largest integrated
production site worldwide and one of its larger R&D
centers in Europe.

“The talent of the Dutch, as explorers, pioneers,
adventurers, has always been to seek the better
answers. How you are going to impact the planet,
and the standards you have to set, that’s where you
innovate. I think the industry in the Netherlands will
in fact be a leader in that regard.”
Andrew N. Liveris, CEO, The DOW Chemical Company

Prof. Dr. B.L. Feringa, Winner, Nobel Prize in
Chemistry 2016, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen

How We Can Help
The Netherlands Foreign
Investment Agency (NFIA)
stands ready to help companies
big and small at every stage
of establishing or expanding
operations here.

Free, confidential services offered by
NFIA include:
• Organizing fact-finding missions
• Arranging meetings with relevant partners
• Providing personalized guidance and counsel
on tax, government and permit procedures
• Exploring location options and business
solutions
Visit our website to set-up a meeting with an
NFIA representative near you.
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